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Time is precious and should be spent 
doing the things that matter most. At 
WMS we love to use our collective 
experience to partner with you to take 
your business to the next level while 
maximising your opportunities and 
minimising your risk. 
Our best days are when we know we 
have made a real difference.

Spend your time wisely,
enjoy the moments that count.

 Take charge
 Own your destiny
 Be the change

Shoot 
straight

 Curious mindset
 Make a difference
 Be better than yesterday

Grab 
the 
helm

 Passion is infectious
 Pride in what you do
 Care enough to understand

Love it

 Tell it how it is, respectfully
 Speak up, directly
 Ethics matter

Fresh 
eyes

 Get involved
 Collaborate and support
 Many minds

One 
team

This is what we expect 
from ourselves and you 

can expect from us.

Our core 
principles
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Business Services
As an established accounting firm, it is a given that we can prepare 
compliance tasks such as Financial Statements, Tax Returns and 
Business Activity Statements as well as any of our peers.

What differentiates us, is that we take the time to truly understand your 
specific circumstances and tailor solutions to meet your objectives.

Cloud technology and advances in accounting software has created a 
lot of opportunity for increased efficiency in processing and accessing 
financial data. Being on top of industry trends allows us to spend more 
valuable time with you. 

We have grown into  
one of the Gold Coast’s 
largest professional firms.
WMS was established in May 1994. Our leadership team, 
combined with the expertise and diversity in our staff, has  
created the firm’s strong reputation and made it the first class 
practice that it is today.

We are an AFR Top 50 firm with 7 partners and over 60 staff.

In 2015 we won the Accountants Daily – Australian Accounting  
Award for “Boutique Firm of the Year”.

We understand many of our clients are continually seeking opportunities 
beyond our shores or are first time investors into Australia.  
Our active membership in The International Accounting Group  
(www.tiagnet.com) and extensive strategic alliance network enables us 
to deliver on your needs no matter where your business interests lie.
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Financial Modelling & Forecasting
From a profit maximising and cost control point of view, access to timely and 
meaningful analysis and reporting of your organisation’s performance is crucial.

We assist you in devising a reporting framework that provides you with the 
information you need to properly manage your business. 

We will also work closely with your financiers to understand the reporting 
covenants and design our models to cater for such requirements. We 
are particularly experienced in designing effective 3 way financial models 
incorporating profit and loss, cashflow and balance sheets.

Tax Consulting
The corporate tax environment is highly complex and an area that is governed by a web of growing 
and constantly changing legislation. Keeping at the forefront of tax is no different from staying fit, 
you need to focus on your training. 

We are experienced in all aspects of corporate taxation including:
• Tax consolidation;
• Employee share schemes;
• Structuring finance in light of the debt equity rules;
• Management and planning around Division 7A debit loans;
• Complex capital gains tax rollovers;
• Taxation restructuring and advice in transactional matters; and
• Small business CGT rollover concessions.

We have assisted large corporate groups in all matters relating to their tax compliance  
and have assisted boards in implementing a ‘Tax Strategy’ paper consistent with prudent  
corporate governance.

Our firm is often the first call many of our peers make when they encounter a material tax risk matter.
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Transaction Services
WMS Corporate Finance (AFSL 418958) is a 
standalone division providing independent and 
specialist corporate advice. WMS Business 
Broking holds a Corporate Real Estate License in 
Queensland and New South Wales which enables us 
to manage the entire business sale process.

Our advice spans the breadth of the transaction 
process. We work with public and private 
companies, independent directors, family-owned 
enterprises and entrepreneurs. Our focus is to 
understand your strategic motivation as well as your 
risk appetite and guide you through to settlement.

We provide high-level strategic advice and can 
identify potential deal breakers at an early stage. 
Transactions can be complex. Accordingly, only 
experienced and suitably qualified staff form part of 
our specialist team.

Our services in this area include:
• Valuations for Independent Expert Reports, 

businesses, shares and intellectual property;
• Financial evaluation, feasibility and strategy papers;
• Transactions including acquisitions, divestments, 

succession planning and exit strategies; 
• Due diligence, deal negotiation and reverse due 

diligence; and 
• Business Broking s ervices from start to finish.
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International Clients
WMS has always focused on servicing the inbound and outbound needs of our 
international clients. Our team is driven by accountants not merely translators. 

We have multi-lingual capabilities to ensure we thoroughly understand your needs.
Australia’s international tax regimes are amongst the most complex in the world. We 
have a high level of experience working with these laws and working with offshore 
advisers in establishing structures that minimise the worldwide tax burden.

The majority of our matters are property related and we can explain GST and tax issues 
in plain English and come up with solutions where possible.

We have a depth of experience and work with specialist advisors in thin capitalisation, 
transfer pricing and withholding tax matters. Our membership of The International 
Accounting Group (www.tiagnet.com) provides us with access to quality legal and 
accounting firms throughout the world.
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SMSF
WMS holds a limited AFSL (483182) to provide SMSF advice and we have a dedicated 
SMSF team to service your investment and compliance needs. Our team includes SPAA 
accredited specialists who can navigate the myriad of rules and reporting requirements.

Our audit practices adopt the highest of industry standards to ensure you always have 
an accurate picture of your retirement nest egg. 

Our software enables direct data feeds from other financial advisors and banks which 
assists us in streamlining procedures.

Our fully qualified team members can assist you as trustees in documenting a specific 
investment strategy appropriate for you.

There are always planning opportunities within the superannuation legislation. Some 
examples include the most tax effective method of contributing funds into your SMSF, 
splitting your fund and gearing via compliant warrants with bare trust arrangements.

Estate and Succession Planning
Estate Planning is a complex area littered with potential traps and pitfalls.  
The consequences of preparing a cheap “off the shelf” Will, or worse not 
having an appropriate Will and estate plan, can leave your beneficiaries with 
unnecessary tax bills. We take the time to understand your objectives.

We work with a range of other professionals such as lawyers who are also 
specialists in the estate planning area to ensure your plan best suits your 
specific needs and protects the interests of your dependents. 

Our team also ensure your superannuation fund trustee holds the appropriate 
binding death nominations to reduce angst and increase the after tax 
distribution to your beneficiaries.

Our partners often act as Co-Executors of our client’s estates to provide the 
surviving family members with comfort and the appropriate level of financial 
experience to administer the financial affairs of the estate.
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Business Coaching – WMS Compass Program 
WMS Compass helps you navigate the uncertainties of a complex business landscape. 
We’ll forge a path together, a partner to share the journey and shoulder the load. We 
provide a personalised and proactive approach, taking the time to understand you, 
your business, where you’re at, and most importantly, where you’re going.

Quarterly strategic catchups and regular reviews on the figures that matter are included 
in the program. Visual reporting helps to plot your position, and map your future. But 
we also take care of the boring (yet vital) bits too, deal with the details so you don’t 
have to. Cash flow planning and long term forecasting, vigilant monitoring of your tax 
position, and monthly fixed fees so there’s no nasty surprises around the bend.

Advisory Board
Being a director comes with a significant amount of risk and responsibility. 
Constant regulatory change is inevitable and company directors are not always 
equipped to be experts in all areas of business. 

We are often appointed to Advisory Board positions in conjunction with other 
complimentary members to provide the company directors with a diverse range 
of skills and experience. Our role is to assist in governance and strategy and 
we regularly play the “Devil’s Advocate” role to place some rigour and discipline 
around decision making.

| CLIENT SERVICES
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WMS
Leadership
Team
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Ben Dean  CA CTA SSA
Partner

Ben has been in the accounting profession for over 25 years, 
joining WMS in 1999 and being admitted as a Partner in 2003.

His primary areas of focus and expertise include 
Superannuation, Capital Gains Tax and Income Tax. He has 
strong experience in a number of industry sectors, but his 
main expertise lies in manufacturing, professional services 
and Self Managed Superannuation Funds (“SMSF”). Ben has 
also been involved in the administration of a number of large 
estate matters.

As one of the firm’s lead ASIC registered auditors of SMSFs 
he regularly assists clients in structuring and compliance 
advice for SMSF investment activities such as acquiring 
property via limited recourse borrowing arrangements. 

Ben has a strong interest in the development of professional 
staff and is a regular speaker at the Chartered Accountants 
Australia and New Zealand industry breakfasts.

David Brims  LLB FCA
Partner

David has over 25 years of professional experience in 
consulting to various local businesses and high net  
wealth families. His clients are involved in industries  
ranging from manufacturing, retail, restaurants, hotels  
and professional practices.

He is passionate about helping his clients fulfil all facets of 
their business and personal financial goals. He is particularly 
strong in assisting management develop meaningful key 
performance indicators and management reporting systems 
designed to grow the bottom line.

David has considerable experience in guiding all stakeholders 
with matters including developing an effective shareholder 
agreement, budgeting and forecasting, tax minimisation, 
financing business acquisitions, development of appropriate 
risk management strategies, Self Managed Superannuation 
Funds and succession and estate planning.

David Hayes  CA
Partner

David has over 25 years experience in providing accounting, 
taxation and business advisory services. Prior to that, David 
worked in the finance industry with a top tier bank.

Compliance and advisory for small to medium businesses 
and high net worth family groups is David’s main focus area 
with significant experience in the hospitality, property, IT,  
manufacturing and health sectors. 

David is an ASIC registered Self Managed Superannuation 
Fund (“SMSF”) auditor.

In supporting our local communities, David is a Board 
member of various charities and also presents to the Bond 
University Practical Legal Training program in the area of 
taxation on property and commercial transactions.

David assists most of our reporting entities with the 
preparation of their files for audit and has a strong knowledge 
of accounting standards.

| PARTNERS

Areas of expertise
 Effective Shareholder Management
 Budgeting & Forecasting
 Risk Management Strategies
 Estate Planning
 High Net Wealth Families
 Strategic Planning

Contact Details
Mobile: 0412 412 410
Email: dbrims@wmssolutions.com.au

Areas of expertise
 Superannuation Specialist Advice
 Capital Gains Tax
 Income Tax
 SMSF Auditing & Compliance
 Estate Planning
 High Net Wealth Families

Contact Details
Mobile: 0419 670 311
Email: bdean@wmssolutions.com.au

Area of expertise
 Compliance & Advisory for Small to Medium Businesses
 Accounting Standards
 SMSF Audit & Compliance
 Income Tax
 Capital Gains Tax
 Business Coaching

Contact Details
Mobile: 0418 764 594
Email: dhayes@wmssolutions.com.au
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Stephen Holmes JD (Hons) M Tax  M Ec FCA CTA
Partner

Stephen has over 30 years of professional experience at 
WMS and international firms.

He has a particular focus on Capital Gains Tax, taxation 
implications of trusts, tax consolidation and corporate tax 
matters. He assists clients to legitimately reduce their overall 
tax burden by innovative structuring and detailed planning. 
He is a regular resource for other accounting professionals 
on tax matters.

Stephen is also a regular speaker for various tax and 
accounting bodies throughout Australia and at several 
international conferences. He holds the role of Senior  
Tax Trainer with the Chartered Accountants Australia 
and New Zealand and also regularly presents for other 
professional bodies. 

He was one of 3 finalists in the 2015 SME Tax Adviser of the 
Year Award for the Tax Institute of Australia.

Matthew Shoobridge CA M Tax CTA
Partner

Matthew joined WMS in 2007 and has over 13 years 
experience. Matthew works with clients in a variety of 
industries including manufacturing, equipment finance, 
professional firms, medical practices, AFSL holders, fund 
managers, start-ups companies, technology companies and 
primary production businesses.

He also enjoys working with clients on their business 
systems and processes, to ensure easy and accurate data 
is produced.

Matthew is passionate about efficient flow of data and 
designing dashboards for clients with the information relevant 
to them.

Matthew has a focus on tax compliance and tax
consulting matters and holds a Masters of Taxation. Matthew 
regularly conducts WMS internal training.

Anthony Karos  CA
Partner

Anthony has extensive experience in the accounting 
profession spanning some 25 years. His clients work 
across a diverse range of industries such as property, 
manufacturing, retail and high net worth families. 

His diverse background brings “another side of the desk” 
perspective to his advice and client needs, having previously 
worked in commerce for both Information Technology (“IT”) 
and manufacturing companies in Australia and Internationally.

Anthony’s ability to grasp the big picture of your business as 
well as understanding of the key performance indicators that 
effect you has lead him to become an integral part of clients’ 
management teams. 

He spearheads the firm’s “WMS Compass” program and 
works to a structured quarterly meeting framework.

| PARTNERS

Aaron Lavell  FCA BV Specialist F Fin
Partner

Aaron has over 25 years experience in the accounting 
industry. 

He has a strong focus in business valuations, due diligence, 
inbound investment and this is combined with his interest of 
intangible asset valuation and structuring.  He also heads the 
firm’s Corporate Finance Team which holds an AFS License 
and WMS Business Broking, which holds a Corporate Real 
Estate Licence in QLD and NSW.

Aaron’s primary areas of expertise lies in transaction project 
management either acting for buyers, vendors or investors 
depending on the matter. The range of reports vary from 
feasibility studies, acquisition due diligence and independent 
expert reports.  He also sits on a number of Advisory Boards 
and regularly presents to the Chartered Accountants Australia 
and New Zealand Gold Coast branch on validation and 
corporate topics.

In 2008, Aaron was awarded the State FINSIA prize in both 
Applied Valuation and Securities Taxation Law subjects.

Area of expertise

 Advisory Board
 Property Matters
 Retirement Villages and Aged Care
 Business Valuations
 Due Diligence
 Inbound Investment 

Contact Details
Mobile: 0418 243 043
Email: alavell@wmssolutions.com.au

Area of expertise
 Business Coaching
 Property Tax
 GST & Accounting Issues
 IT-Focused Solutions
 Aged Care Sectors
 Budget & Forecasting

Contact Details
Mobile: 0402 756 535
Email: akaros@wmssolutions.com.au

Area of expertise
 Capital Gains Tax
 High Net Wealth Families
 Medical Professionals
 Corporate Tax Matters
 Taxation Implications of Trusts
 Taxation Implications in Divorce

Contact Details
Mobile: 0448 954 441
Email:  sholmes@wmssolutions.com.au

Area of expertise
 Capital Gains Tax
 Tax Consolidation
 Corporate Tax Matters
 Financial Reporting
 Tax Planning
 Client Dashboards

Contact Details
Mobile: 0438 428 113
Email:  mshoobridge@wmssolutions.com.au
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We strive to make a 
difference to your business 
and personal financial world.
Our commitment is to keep asking you the right questions and 
listen to your answers until we are sure we understand your 
dreams and concerns and make them our focus. 
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07 5556 3300
info@wmssolutions.com.au
wmssolutions.com.au

Spend your time wisely,
enjoy the moments that count.

Chartered Accountants

Suite 1401, Level 14, The Rocket
203 Robina Town Centre Drive
Robina, Qld. 4226


